CONFIRMED : 11,499

DEATH : 255
VACCINATED : 6,534,090

CONFIRMED : 260
DEATH : 4
VACCINATED : 713,204

Have you got your
tongue twisted?

Payal Dhauria

Tongue twisters are a part of al-
most every language around the
world. We have known about
tongue twisters since we were
kids and even as we grow up,
we can’t stop ourselves from
trying out a new tongue twister
at least once. They’re fun to do
and we all like to think that we
could become the unique ones
who will be able to say it cor-
rectly. But unfortunately, that
rarely happens. P2

Shreya Lenka: In-
dia’s new K-pop
Tiyasa Neogy
A teenager from
Odisha, who is making waves
in the music world, is set to be
a role model for a lot of peo-
ple in future. She got
a wonderful opportunity at
the very young age of 18. Her
name is Shreya Lenka. She be-
longs to a middle class family
and is in high school. Shreya is
a contender for a fifth member

spot in the famous South. P4
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sroom at Brainware Uniy ersity

As Benjamin Franklin says,
“An investment in knowledge
pays the best interest.” What
Franklin said is you should in-
vest in knowledge in those uni-
versities where you never have
cause for regret. If that is the
case, for me Brainware Univer-
sity is the right place to be!
Five months had passed since
I am in the Media Science and
Journalism  department, and
honestly speaking, I'm at home!
To be unvarnished, my conver-
sance with the department is be-
yond and above to be depicted
in a couple of words. I am can-
didly taken aback by the way
that the department functions
with the sole cause of adopting
pedagogy for the students to be
industry equipped. The infra-
structural set-up, the nature of
online classes being conveyed
to the students, the balanced
individual consideration taken
by the faculty-members for the
eclectic progress of the soph-
omores guaranteeing that no-
body is left behind is unequaled
with any other university.

The manner in which
workshops are directed routine-
ly with industry virtuosos help
the students to brainstorm on
creative thoughts, the thorough
spotlight given on relational
abilities, the reception of in-
dustry-oriented syllabus speaks
volume about the university and
needs no different acknowledg-
ment. I would recommend my
close circles to be here and not
anywhere because of the pros
attached to it. The adoption of
the teaching methods beyond
bookish knowledge coupled
with the friendly nature of the
faculty members quadruples
to the holistic development of
anyone who is here! So you
should be here, and nowhere. 1
repeat NOWHERE!!

Subham Chatterjee

As a child we have
all wondered about how our col-
lege life would look like, will it

Saraswati Puja at Brainware University in February
2022. Picture by Gautam Chanda

be as adventurous and fun as
shown in the Bollywood mov-
ies? Will we ever get a chance
to sit together with friends in
the canteen and sing songs of
friendship? Will there be an
aesthetic campus where we can
just walk around in nature and
recharge our social batteries?
Will we meet super chill yet
extremely inspirational teach-
ers who would motivate us to
improve? Almost every time we
wanted to fantasize about our
college life, some adult would
intervene and disrupt our happy
thoughts and provide us with a
dose of reality saying “All this
only happens in movies, in real
life college is extremely hard
and unaesthetic”. Even though
I agree that the sugar-coated
world of Bollywood is different
from that of harsh reality, Brain-
ware University is definitely my
childhood dream come true. I
immediately fell in love with
the lush green campus as soon
as [ entered, the well-equipped
labs and an extravagant library
literally made me feel like I am
the main character. As soon as
the college started and I met
with my teachers, I realized that
I have made the right decision
by choosing this university and
the course. The teachers in my
department (Media Science and
Journalism) are not only intel-
lectual and scholarly, but they
are also the kindest souls I have
ever met. I feel so lucky to have
them as my mentor.

The reason why I chose
Media Science and Journalism
is that I want to be the voice of
people who are often mistreated
and misunderstood. I want to
expose evil, uplift the virtuous
and uncover the bare truth be-
hind every story. My teachers
and mentors always encourage
me to do so, they have taught
me to be courageous and have
motivated me to work towards
my dreams. One of the best
things about this university
is that it always takes care of

students. I loved the fact that
during the Orientation Program
of the freshers there was a ses-
sion solely dedicated towards
“Gender Sensitization” and
“Awareness against Bullying”.
Brainware University is a place
filled with wonderful people,
and am so thankful that I got a
chance to meet them in form of
my mentors, friends and teach-
ers.

Aiyushe Maity

We have heard that college is
about newness. Although in the

a particular language. None of
the professors makes any stu-
dent feel out of place. Each and
every classmate is so talented,
some with natural stage pres-
ence while others are artistical-
ly blessed. Each of us is eager
to learn more and receive first-
hand experience and meet new
people who would help us in
the long run.

Payal Dhauria

Brainware University is my
first institute after my school
life. From the day I joined this
university till now, one thing I
liked the most about this uni-
versity are my teachers.

In one class, a variety of stu-
dents study with different
mindsets and temperament. To
understand them and keep their
nature in mind is something not
everyone can do. But I've seen
our university teachers... how
patiently they handle each one
of us, our problems and they al-
ways try to help us to guide us.
I prefer this university because
of our teachers.

Naincy Roy

I joined Brainware University
about five months ago. Here |
not only understood my sub-

jects very well but also enjoyed

~ A
MSc second year students of media science and journalism
at Brainware University after the campus reopened

pandemic students didn’t get to
go to college, the newness of
college life was not lacking in
any way. From really great pro-
fessors to talented classmates,
to the syllabus that was easily
understandable and explained.
It has been updated and taught
to meet industry requirements.
The free flow of
communication among students
and teachers where each stu-
dent can contact and talk to the
teachers without any restraint
is something that is treasured
by all of us. They’re patient
with students like me who have
problems speaking in class or
who don’t speak or understand

learning them. The teachers
are super friendly and I can
contact them even after the
college hours. The laboratories
in the university are simply
wonderful. A few days back, 1
was talking to my old school
friends who are now in other
colleges and they said their col-
lege teachers don't really clear
their doubts and feel irritated
when asked to explain anything
twice. I am so happy I chose
this university and will definite-
ly recommend it to others.
Anisha Sarkar
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BRAINWARE UNIVERSITY : DEPARTMENT OF MEDIA SCIENCE AND JOURNALISM
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movie review P4

Why Brainware? Why journalism?

BSc sccomhea/ students of medi

ience and

Jjournalism at Brainware University in February 2022

AT EIREBIET @@l o009
I GFFF ICT2 feE N | RS
*IfEey Wt 9999 fFeng auae
Tow 1 @ g e (AE
e [ B S 2@ TS
Y GF! ¢ IRCEF @ TS
T F8 AT TEHFRTE =9
@ meTR o7 AN Qe
O MEF Wy AF T Fhh
A=A ST TR, AR e
o e fog T4 o @iw
e @t 9T 1 O 53
A TS AR ORGSR

EX DI BTN b1 B [ G

AieR |

G (FITSE FI
@7 @ISIE Tefeiifer am
AR, QU (AF A FHE
Sifs ftem @i wiewn @w)
CTBl T (SWiEEN, «Bi3 (o
3R Ww @bl T Afey e
T, B A AR, WevE fefa
(Sl 9”1 (SR e e 91
8 @3e wizfe s forem
11631 I - YIS s )
(AT | FI0T IR A& = 47
TG ©Id3 | ¥F T qFS AFB
T QRS |

U SN Q! | GFO!
5] SRR | @ GINEBT ¢
QG I HCH GOSN 0
DIF (0 (TN 1 G TR
51 3TfTeIfTa e Smae

AR TRTOR | (3. &F | O
sifaf¥fe wae ram @i g
a1, seiee W 2w i ey
Pifew el mm @FemE a7
@emE o e 4@
TNE  TgN AT (AL
A Tz | o 5 © I o7
RS GF6! BIFE | OIS QAT
aF TNFA FTO& BT 1 (1R
a7 I, @FO! TN@W @GS
Toted e qN, WR &
Q@ | GINT GFOE A Q0!
DI R IO AP AT |
ey qeCe 5, Srael
TR 22 A EEREN, ©F
a3 fe 701 GeIRe A
el IR aE fefe oo 2o
Qg8 Bl W AfF 1 @A
iy efefde | om @ afodr

(TS AIFIFN Al @(.QCQ"{
e ArEEdl Wy efme
IR | A zeTqa

F201 @OEA AR o fow
1 %4 W98 @ 779 2TE, ©f

wifafT

@ vy ©R W,
QA ATICEGe R 39
oFy @z s =W e
TG o I meA T,
TS GG IHCTT (e A
O TGl TE TS
A1 QA AR SN
FAG T I @Y T (@GR
AP @ AW AT
AT AOE  WIfTgAET | WA
AT T o[ PreBmR
G2 SRR (AR (MEAF & |
G ANY BIAFPGIFOI 1 |
Arnsiifa FefeIRia  woew
A TO® AT
ATINTT a7 v AR |
G TAGAG AF6! FAF |
e Face oyl @3, @
I, THA - G- GO
G2 SHTEHWR G ARG |
QA W, ofate e et
RPEBME A IO @Ro
IF o F@ oz @E
Siwma Wy gy @B 9w
ATFE el SEbI, (Gfare
ooz ares  @Pies

«fesq

Aritonf® fEABTTs
@T T MO GN, ANTOIR
TN | ASHE, IFIAITA
W GRIDEaE| ATFAIA!

PCBME IR G @91 &

S I @O Boar forw

FAIBT YF 40! Sl fFg T
©F TR A8
O gz Fe1 oea

e SRS dfi @ce
ARAS! FCACRA | TFeR FIA
of wae @ Wiy e 2
CF IR IS G2 A
3 AT Wy Sy
RO 1R il B GTena3
TG IHCBWE SRS YT |
FUAT DI @SR
3TforG |

P R

I completed my 10+2
in the science stream. Science,
mathematics, and technology
are my favourite subjects. But
I did not want to follow the
mainstream path followed by
everyone, which is medical or
engineering. Because I needed
time to understand myself, 1
dropped a year and figured out
what I wanted to do. Media sci-
ence covered everything that |
loved. However, all colleges
in Kolkata offer journalism or
mass communication except
two. Brainware was one of
those who provided the media
science option.

Brainware was cho-
sen for two reasons: its fees
and its ecosystem. Compared
to other colleges, Brainware's
fees were reasonable. By eco-
system, I mean that Brainware
has different branches that help
me to brainstorm with my in-
terest areas. We're finally going
to offline classes after a year
and a half, and it's a totally
different experience. The on-
line classes were good, but the
offline classes are very good,
the environment of the college
and interacting with teachers
face-to-face helps us hone our
interest in the course. Being on
campus is another great aspect.
Brainware University is doing a
great job.

Rahul Mondal

Passmg of a nightingale; the end of an era

LATA MANGESHKAR. Sketch by Shampa Dey

Subham Chatterjee

“Naam gum jayega, chehera
ye badal jayega, meri awaj
hi pehchan hai It’s
undeniably true that Lata
Mangeshkar’s voice has left
an imprint that can never be
erased and generation after
generation shall continue to
cherish it. Where do I start
to write from for a musi-
cally stalwart person who
was herself an institution?
The morning of February
6, 2022 marked the demise
of someone who can be de-
scribed as an incarnation of
goddess Saraswati. Starting
her foray into singing at the
early age of five and the
premature death of her fa-
ther, Vinayak Mangeshkar,
took her to Mumbai and
paved the way for into the
way of Marathi film indus-
try and subsequently to Us-
tad Aman Ali Khan for her
musical training. Her first
break came with Ghulam
Haider’s composition Dil
mera toda, mujhe kahin ka
na chhora in the movie Ma-

jboor (1948). Once rejected
by Shasadhar Mukherjee,
the great grand-father of
Kajol and Rani Mukherjee,
for her “too thin” voice for
the movie Shaheed (1948),
she proved him wrong with
her song Aayega aanewala
in the movie Mahal (1949)
which became phenomenal.

Since then, she did
not look back and worked
with almost all the con-
temporary music directors
of her time, like S.D. Bur-
man, Sardar Malik, Anil
Biswas, Madan Mohan,
Shankar-Jaikishan,  Kaly-
anji-Anandji and Laxmi-
kant-Pyarelal to Illiyaraja
and A.R. Rahman with her
usual charm of leaving none
of them disappointed.Span-
ning her career for over sev-
en decades (73 years) and
singing over 30,000 songs
in 20 different languages,
she features in Guinness
World Records for having
the highest number of re-
cordings. One of India's
most adored voices, Lata
Mangeshkar was the recip-

ient of three National Film
Awards, seven Filmfare
Awards, and the Dadasaheb
Phalke Award in 1989.

She was given the
Bharat Ratna in 2001, turn-
ing into the second artiste
after M.S. Subbulakshmi
to be so respected, while
France honoured her with
the Legion of Honor. She
exercised her waiver to re-
ceive Filmfare Awards only
for the incoming new vo-
cal faces of the industry to
be recognized. This shows
how inspirational she was
to every singer. Her contri-
bution to the music industry
can never be bowdlerized
and she will live on in our
hearts forever. Her contem-
porary, Gitashree Sandhya
Mukhopadhyay, a classical
and semi-classical singer,
who was the recipient of
Banga Bhushan Sanman
and worked with Naushad,
Madan-Mohan to  Anil
Biswas and had several hits
in Bengali and Hindi songs
also breathed her last on
February 15, 2022.
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February 21: A day to uphold
the mother tongue advantage
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Sourav Chakraborty and be be expressed in few words.

Subham Chatterjee

“What is a nation without a
mother tongue?” — Jack Ed-
wards.

Languages are the most cogent
means to perpetuate and develop
culture around the world. The
sense of belonging that is at-
tached to one’s language cannot

Language of

education

Naincy Roy
“Education is a key to success.” We
have heard this phrase many times
but what defines education? What is
its limit? Where does it end? That’s
a matter of discussion.

I would say there’s no

particular description of education.
I would say education is not limited
to academics only and I would say
there’s no end to getting an educa-
tion.
Education means to get knowledge
and knowledge is not limited to
books and classrooms only. Edu-
cation is not only about science but
about an art too, and art cannot be
defined by a particular thing. Educa-
tion in the largest sense is any act or
experience that has a formative ef-
fect on the mind, character or physi-
cal ability of an individual.

We all know that the
purpose of education is to develop
the knowledge, skills or character of
students. But why do we judge stu-
dents by their appearance? Students
do not only mean young people and
the youth. Education isn’t represent-
ed by any community or generation,
it is for everyone and every single
person has the right to be educated.
People think education means to be
literate but literacy is just a step in
the process of getting an education.
Education is a process of learning
skills, techniques and new ideas but
people have limited this term “edu-
cation” so much that they think ed-
ucation only stands for academics,
marks, certificates and degrees.Ed-
ucation is not only about theoretical
skills but also practical and technical
skills. Practical doesn’t only consist
of laboratories or physical education
but also dancing, singing, sketch-
ing, editing, sports and the like. All
these come under the umbrella of
education.Finally, I would say that
education is like an adventure, the
more you explore the more you’ll
get to discover new things. No need
to force yourself. Just take a deep
breath, let your mind rest and start
again, you’ll eventually find what
you want.

Education can’t educate
your mindset if you do not accept
changes and if you can’t respect ev-
ery individual and their decisions.

Shampa Dey

That day was the first day of
my sixth standard. I was 12
years old. I saw her for the
first time on the first day in my
school. She got out of the red
car, had a school bag, wore a
clean school uniform and also
a rabbit cap on her head. That
rabbit cap made her look dif-
ferent from other students.
That time we did not under-
stand the real meaning of love
or what is love. You can say it
was juvenile love. I just fell in
love with her.

From the next day
onwards, I started going to
school early morning, some-
times arriving first. Later I
found that her father was the
principal in the same school.
I was from the middle-class
family, there was a struggle

It is unanimously agreed that
the survival of the human man-
kind will be in crisis without the
mother tongue.

February 21 is a glo-
rious day for people all over the
world as this day is celebrat-
ed as the International Mother
Language Day to beat the drum
for cognizance of linguistic and
cultural diversity and to promote

multilingualism. The idea to cel-
ebrate International Mother Lan-
guage Day was the initiative of
Bangladesh which was approved
at the 1999 Unesco General
Conference. Since then, every
year 21st February is observed to
commemorate the martyrs of the
language movement in then East
Pakistan (now Bangladesh) as
the India-Pakistan Partition had
led Pakistan (comprising West
Pakistan and East Pakistan) to
impose Urdu language in East
Pakistan despite the majority of
population there being Bengali.
The wurge and the
struggle to establish Bengali lan-
guage as the official language in
East Pakistan took such a shape
that it is now globally celebrated
by all the countries to immerse
in the mantra of mutual coexis-
tence. In Assam, the move by
the Bimala Prasad Chaliha gov-
ernment to make Assamese the
official language via passage of
the Act in 1960 citing the provi-
sions of Article 345 of the Con-
stitution, only to misinterpret the
article, gave rise to tensions and

ethnic riots.
May 19, 1961 is a

black day in the history of Sil-
char in Assam’s Barak Valley
as the police fired on those
who were leading the footslog
opposing the demand for only
Assamese as the sole official
language of the state where 11
people sacrificed their lives. This
adds up to the cause of celebra-
tion of February 21 in an osten-
tatious manner at Silchar, apart
from celebrating May 19 as Sha-
heed Diwas.

The observance of In-
ternational Mother Language Day
adds a feather to the crown of the
struggle for the survival of human
civilization and healthy culture.
The concomitant of psychede-
lia, globalization and the itch for
the people to be the denizen of
the world has gnarled the moth-
er tongue, which it is our duty to
protect and preserve. English is no
doubt the lingua franca, but at the
end of the day we live and die with
our mother tongue.

(Sourav  Chakraborty
is a student of Networking and
Cyber Security department and
Subham Chatterjee belongs to the
Media Science and Journalism de-
partment)
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Brainware University’s chancellor Phalguni Mookhopadhayay
. at the second bhit pujo on the campus this month

Saraswati Puja at Juboghosthi

Anisha Sarkar

On the occasion of
Basant Panchami,
our local Jubogos-
thi Club at Nebadhai
Bazaar, Duttapukur,
organised their 8th
Saraswati Puja. We
have been celebrating
Saraswati Puja on this
day since 2014.
Around
8.30am, all the chil-
dren, wearing beau-
tiful sarees and kur-
tas, gathered before
the temple porch.
The preparation of
the Puja started. The
place was beautifully

decorated with flow-
ers and different types
of decorative items. A
variety of fruits, veg-
etables
were kept as offerings
before the goddess.

and

the Puja began. It was

evserne S enctari

food was
sweets

At11.30am,

a celebration of joy
,knowledge and ed-
ucation. The sacred
distribut-
ed among the local
people after the puja
ended. That’s how the
whole day went by.
Again at the

evening the children
accumulated to cook
some food together.
A small field near the
temple porch was se-
lected as their cook-
ing spot.

Every child
helped in the process
of making chhole
mattar. It all felt like
a small picnic. Then
came the distribution
of the food to every
single house of the
locality. After that,
we enjoyed the food
together. That’s how
another  celebration
passed by with joy
and happiness.

Confidence is the key

even when I asked for Rs 100.
Every day I rode a broken bi-
cycle to school and she used to
get down from a big car.
One day I
went and told
her to be
my friend.
She hit on
my  ear
and said,

“Have
you

seen your face?” I said that my
face was fine. 1 thought per-
haps she was telling me on the

pretext of my appearance, that
I have a broken bicycle and
was beneath her status. She
said no to me.

In seventh standard
again I proposed to her. She
refused me once again. Every
year, in class VIII, IX, X, XI
and XII I proposed to the same
girl and as usual she turned
me down. First year, second
Xstudy in different colleges.
But I used to visit her in every
sixth month. Her stream was
different and she was contin-
ued to refuse me for 10 years.

But I didn’t give up,
and finally, in 2018, she said
yes to marriage and we have a
cute son now. So, from day one
I understood that if you want
something, just keep following
it with confidence. If you stay
loyal to your goal, no power
in the world can stop you from

Have you got your tongue twisted?

Payal Dhauria

Tongue twisters are a part of al-
most every language around the
world. We have known about
tongue twisters since we were kids
and even as we grow up, we can’t
stop ourselves from trying out a
new tongue twister at least once.
They’re fun to do and we all like
to think that we could become the
unique ones who will be able to say
it correctly. But unfortunately, that
rarely happens.

But what do some of
the tongue twisters even mean?
Like “How can a clam cram in a
clean cream can?” They are more
difficult to understand than to say,
which means that our brains strug-
gle with the twisters even before
our tongues.

Repeated simi-
lar-sounding  pronunciations  of
tongue twisters make it harder for
our brain to articulate the repeated
rhyming words properly and we
mess up because our brain starts to
make assumptions about what the
next word would be, thus making
it harder to speak correctly even for
a native speaker.

For example, the sound
of //Ka// and //Pa// are similar and
easier for my brain to get confused

when pronounced back to back.
Which is why, “Kaccha papad,
pakka papad” is such a popular
tongue twister in Hindi. If that’s too
easy then try, “Chaar kachari kac-
chein chaacha, chaar kachari pak-
kein pakki kachari kacche chaacha,
kacchi kachari pakkein.”

Similarly, the sound of
//Ch// and //Th// are similar, hence
saying, “Ooth ucha, ooth ki peeth
uchi, uche ooth ki puch uchi” is dif-
ficult. We normally exchange diffi-

cult speech sounds with commonly
used ones. For instance, in India it
is very common to hear the use of
13/ in place of //Zh//.

Why
twisters harder for some people?

are  tongue
Everyone has a different speech
technique and it can be affected by
genes, mother tongue etc. When
your tongue is not used to saying
certain things, it can easily get
twisted.

We can see the exam-

ple of that when a Western person
tries to pronounce Indian names
or Indians try to say East Asian
names, confirming the role of ac-
cents in this phenomenon. The
Indian English accent is one of the
most easily decipherable accents,
with very “neutral” pronunciation
of English words but, since most
Indians learn English as their sec-
ond language, it makes it harder for
us to try English tongue twisters,
such as “I slit the sheet, the sheet I
slit, and on the slitted sheet I sit.”

According to research-
ers, people who speak multiple
languages have more trouble with
tongue twisters than monolingual
people and in India, the majori-
ty of people are either bilingual
or trilingual and we often have
trouble even remembering com-
mon words in the languages we
know. Take a look at this: “Pad kid
poured curd pulled cod”. In 2013, a
research team of Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology said this to be
the world’s most difficult tongue
twister.

Despite all the fun and
games, tongue twisters are often
used as tools to sharpen pronunci-
ation skills. It helps with fluency,
accuracy and affects the ability to
have a more natural speech.

‘Love is love; it took me 70
years to understand’

Aiyushe Maity
Swadhin ~ Bhowmik
changed), popularly referred to as

(name

‘Toffee Dadu’ by children in our
locality and ‘Cholonto Library’
by the adults, is an 82-year-old
former maths professor, who
was also a gifted athlete. He is
undoubtedly a well-known and
respectable figure. As a child,
I spent pretty much everyday
with him and everyday I learnt
something new from him. He is
a powerhouse of knowledge with
loads of experience. As I grew
up, my visits to his house be-
came less frequent but somehow,
I managed to spend my Sundays
with him.

He taught me how to
play chess, how to play a mouth
organ, debating and teaching me
how to cook several dishes. His
chess skills were impeccable
and he taught me several differ-
ent ways to win a debate. Even
though sometimes he used to
compliment my debating skills,
I could never win a chess match
against him and there is no de-
nying the fact that even if I tried
for the next millions of years, it
was impossible to beat him at his
game. [ really believed the only
way to defeat him was to beat
him in a debate, and the only
way to do so was to choose a
topic that would either make him
uncomfortable or something he
has no idea about.

I thought I was being
clever when I chose “LGBTQIA+
rights” and asked him to speak
for it. To my great astonishment
he didn’t only know the full form
of the term but also knew about
the history and struggles of the
people who fought for the rights.
You can already sense that I was
caught off-guard. So, just for
the sake of winning the debate I
made a point by saying “I don’t
think people should treat others
differently and that includes pro-
viding extra rights and privileges
just because they are considered
to be different. In doing so rath-
er than normalizing different
sexualities and genders people
tend to make them feel isolated
and excluded”, to make him feel
a little uncomfortable I added,
“Moreover being a member of
LGBTQIA+ community myself,
I feel like this special treatment
is unnecessary”.

The events that fol-
lowed bamboozled me. “I am
pansexual, it took me 70 years
to realize that love is love. Back
then if we had the awareness and
presence of LGBTQIA+ rights
maybe my life would have been
completely different. We don’t
need to exercise women'’s rights

and LGBTQIA+ rights the day
when discrimination ceases to
exist but right now we need to
protect the people who were mis-
treated for years”, said Bhowmik
Dadu with a stern face.

I was at loss of words;
I couldn’t help but break into ap-
plause. I had no regrets that I lost
at my own game but rather I was
curious to know more so asked
him if he would mind answering
a few questions and whether he
would be comfortable if I shared
his story with others. Being the
absolute sport he is, he immedi-
ately agreed on the terms that I
don’t release his first name, his
picture or release this informa-
tion to anyone in our locality in-
cluding my mother. His secrecy
is valid since he has been married
for 55 years and has two daugh-
ters and a son, release of this new
information might affect his do-
mestic life.

Without any hesita-
tion I agreed and our interview
began. He chose his pseudonym
himself and I couldn’t ignore
the irony he intended since his
made-up name “Swadhin” means
freedom and he was never really
“free” to choose his own path,
the society decided what was
best for him and he had to play
by the rules to protect himself
and his family. Bhowmik Dadu
confessed that he knew he was
pansexual ever since he was just
12 years old. “People have this
perception that kids don’t under-
stand what love is, but they are
wrong. They might not know
the rules society has created for
‘love’, but they can feel it.

They have no idea that
their parents won’t like if they
fall in love with someone who’s
not from their caste, their friends
might judge if they fall in love
with a person of the same sex or
that people might mock them if
they ever fall in love with a per-
son who has darker skin tone or
a person who doesn’t fit into the
‘beauty standards’ of the society.
“For kids, love is holding hands,
playing together, chatting and
sharing a piece of their favourite
chocolate,” exclaimed Bhowmik
Dadu while serving me some of
my favorite hot chocolate

He said that he had
a huge crush on a girl named
Sarbani, she was a part of his
school’s Drama Club. He en-
rolled himself for the club and
used to stay back after school just
to spend some extra time with
her. His best pal also had a crush
on the same girl but despite their
interest in the same girl, they
never had any differences. After
school, they used to ride back

home on their bicycles but one
day Bhowmik Dadu’s mother
took away his cycle after he was
caught stealing mangoes from a
neighbour’s house. “From then
on, me and Shankar used to ride
back home on his cycle.

I used to catch myself
sniffing his hair from the back,
I was so ashamed to even think
that I was attracted to him” the
chess master recounted. He said
that he had no idea that other
sexualities existed, the society
had brainwashed him to believe
that men are attracted to women
but if men are attracted to men
then they are transgenders. He
looked quite embarrassed when
he confessed that he had no idea
that genders and sexualities were
two different things. Whenever
he used to feel attracted to Shan-
kar, he used to go to the field to
play sports or work out. “I used
to do athletic activities because
that made me feel strong. Being
attracted to a man made me feel
‘less of a man’, that was a cop-
ing mechanism for me. I was so
madly in love with Shankar that
I worked out so much, enough to
be a part of the state table tennis
team”, Bhowmik Dadu laughed.
He used to admire Shankar from
afar, enjoy his company, laugh
with him and on being alone he
used to write poems for him.
They were friends until he turned
19 and moved out of his village
to settle in Kolkata to pursue
further studies. He never wrote
any letter to him and nor did he
visit him because he felt the need
to detach in order to move on.
“I thought everything would go
back to normal, first few months
were difficult but slowly Shan-
kar became a long-lost memory.
I finally thought I was ‘normal’
again but it was the calmness you
feel before a hurricane hits”, he
said.

During his college
years, he met Soumi. She was
from a different college and they
met at a debate competition.
Bhowmik Dadu fell immediate-
ly in love with the beautiful and
witty girl. She had long black
hair, deep brown eyes and her
signature look was a wrist watch
on her right hand. After a lot of
Swadhin  Bhowmik
could finally go out with her.

struggles,

They used to spend time togeth-
er reading and analyzing books,
watching movies and loved vis-
iting museums. Yet Soumi never
allowed him to visit her college
and she never disclosed her ad-
dress. After seeing each other
for six months, Soumi suddenly
disappeared. “It was as if she
vanished into thin air, we usu-

ally used to meet at a park from
where we used to go to different
places every Friday.

She didn’t show up
the first Friday, then the next and
like that almost a month went by.
I didn’t know her address but one
day I decided to visit her college.
The day before I was supposed
to visit her college, I received a
letter from London. The contents
of the letter was a shock to me.
Soumi had moved to London to
study and she carried with her a
secret. Soumi was a transgender,
she never told me so because she
was afraid I would leave her. Her
entire college was aware of it and
her family didn’t accept her”,
Bhowmik Dadu said, showing
me a picture of him and Sou-
mi on a picnic outing with their
friends. Soumi  apologized
and mentioned that he could
write back at her on that address
but he never did. It was then
when he realized that he didn’t
really care about Soumi’s gender
but he was hurt that she left him
suddenly and kept it a secret. Out
of frustration and sadness he de-
cided to marry the girl his mother
chose for him. “I love my wife
and we have created so many
amazing memories but I think I
would have led a different life if I
ended up with Soumi or gave my
poems to Shankar”, Bhowmik
Dadu said.

In 2013 when he
read a blog about LGBTQIA+
community, he learnt the term
‘pansexual’. According to him,
he was confused between sexu-
ality and gender, he wishes that
society hadn’t blinded him and
even though he chooses to be
in the closet for the sake of his
family, he would never ever shun
this side of him. “I loved every-
one despite their gender, caste
or race. I looked at a person’s
soul,” said the 82-year-old liberal
scholar.

Bhowmik Dadu made
me realize that even though the
world glamourizes love, it also
sets boundaries and rules. There’s
nothing wrong with loving some-
one, people who criminalize or
judge love are the ones who are
in the wrong. Love whoever you
want to love, it doesn’t matter
if society gives you a few dirty
looks, don’t think of the conse-
quences, don’t be scared that you
might fall out of love because if
you do so, it means that at least
you were in love. Love comes in
different colours are we should
love a person with every shade of
colour in our heart.

Love is about two
souls, two beating hearts and two
hands intertwined!
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Short story: Ladies’ compartment

Aiyushe Maity

In the previous episodes — Or-
thodox Suman encounters his
former lover Priyanka in a train
compartment. Years ago, they
fell in love on Facebook when
Priyanka sent Suman a friend
request. As all stories end, the
first chapter of their love story
ended quite abruptly but even
after so many years Suman still
seems to be in love with her. On
the other hand, Priyanka seems
to have moved on and is now on
the train with a child who could
possibly be her son. How will
the second chapter of their story
end? In a different compartment,
an ambitious corporate woman
named Anamika silently ad-
mires the life of happily married
Savita who runs a tea stall with
her husband. Savita also seems
to adorn the fast-paced corpo-
rate life Anamika is leading.
Are they seeing the truth or are
they unaware of the rose-tinted
window blinding them? Differ-
ent compartments all filled with
different stories and emotions.
How will it all end when the
train suddenly stops?

Wouldn’t it be amaz-
ing if you could hear what other
people were thinking? Imagine
if you had the power to read
minds! You could probably hear
the thoughts of someone judging
you for your loud laughter or
you could hear the thoughts of
someone admiring the way your
cheeks flush when you smile, ei-
ther way you would have a huge
advantage. Now, what if I told
you that you can hear people’s
thoughts for a little while? I am
going to grant you that power,
you are soon about to hear the
intimate thoughts of the colour-

ful souls travelling in the ladies

compartment on the train to
Titagarh. Go grab a seat near
the window, stay quiet and lis-
ten carefully. Sssssssh Prapti (a
19-year-old college student who
stays up all night and then chugs
5 cups of coffee to start the day)
— “Goodness, why is that old
woman staring at me like that?
It’s probably because am wear-
ing a skirt. If women objectify
women like that, then I guess we
shouldn’t really blame men. Is
she still looking?

Oh god she still is, it’s so un-
comfortable. Is she going to
say something about my dress?
Bloody Boomers! Mrs D’sou-
za (a 65-year-old woman who
was mistreated by her sons) - I
love this girl’s skirt, it would
have looked so much better if
she paired it with a cute knitted
sweater instead of that yellow
top but nevertheless, she looks
amazing. [ wish I had a daughter
like her, would she have treated
me the same way my sons did?
If T had a daughter, would she
have kicked me out of my own
house? Wait am I freaking that
girl out? She looks uncomfort-
able. I should look the other
way. [ wish I had a daughter....
like her.... I would have stitched
her clothes and probably in re-
turn she would have loved me...
..I wish I had a daughter, just
like her. Zeenat (a 22-year-old
girl from a conservative Muslim
family (who in real life is ‘not
so conservative’) —This burkha
is so uncomfortable and why
do I always feel people look at
me differently whenever I wear
it? Like chill man, I am not hid-
ing a bomb underneath it. Wait
a minute, is that a hickey on
that woman’s neck? Damn she’s
bold, love the way she flaunts
that. Abba would probably burn

The train to Titagarh

the whole house down if he even
learns that I have a boyfriend,
and a hickey??? Tauba! Tauba!
He would probably declare war
on the state lol. Zeenat, you need
to stop using humour to cover up
your traumas, you need to work
hard so that you can get out of
that hell hole and live life on
your own terms! I wish I was
that lady, fearlessly flaunting the
“mark of love” left on my skin
by someone special. But why is
she covering half her face like
that?

Anoushka

from being the mother of three

(apart

kids and a former school teach-
er, 25-year-old Anoushka is also
a domestic violence victim) — Is
my mark visible? Oh crap! I
need to cover it up, did anyone
see it? How much will I cover
up? My left eye is black, I have
a huge lump on my head, my
whole body is full of bruises.
How much can a dupatta cover
up anyway? I should buy a ‘bur-
kha’ like that girl in the corner, I
always feel like people look at
me differently every time they
notice a bruise, I can feel their
judgy, piercing pitiful eyes on
me. I would feel so comfortable
in a burkha, all the stories of pain
and torture painted on my skin
would simply drown beneath the
black veil and the black fabric.
Karishma (a saleswoman when
the sun rises and a prostitute
when the sun sets but a single
mother all day long) — Why do
I always feel safe whenever I
am in a ladies compartment?
Even though I never really talk
to anyone, the presence of so
many women make me feel so
warm and comfortable almost as
if they are like the elder sisters
I never had. I wonder if they

would judge me if I told them

Harry Potter: Sketch by Tiyasa Neogi

/

about my occupation or would
they embrace me in their arms
and console me by saying that [
had no other options? Ever since
Kartik died, things have been so
difficult. If T had any other op-
tion, I would have never ever
stepped into the world where
men can buy your body, soul
and respect for a few bucks. The
amount of pain and humiliation
I have been through, the harass-
ments, the judgements and what
not. People believe in “good
men” and “bad men” but who
will tell them that once the night
falls, they are nothing but preda-
tors and we are the prey. But be-
ing in an environment surround-
ed by women makes me feel so
safe! I don’t know why I feel
like I can breathe freely. Shivani
(previously, known as Shiva is a
transgender female who recently
transitioned. She was mistreated
by people around her, even her
parents disowned her after she
came out) — I don’t know why
I can’t breathe freely anymore,
would they kick me out just like
they did the previous day? “This
is a ladies compartment, what
are you doing here? You are a
man”. I was “too girly” for the
guys at school and now when
am actually a girl, I am “too
masculine” to travel in a ladies
compartment, funny how the
world works!

Even though they
say nothing, I can see the way
they all stare at me when I get
up on a ladies compartment as if
I am some sort of a freak. Even
though I am a woman at heart,
why can’t I blend in? Why can’t
I feel comfortable when am sur-
rounded by women? Why does
my heart start racing out of fear
and paranoia whenever I enter

a ladies compartment? As if

again, someone would pick me
out and throw me out.

Quite a gift, isn’t it?
Being able to read through peo-
ple’s thought? We have all done
it, haven’t we, framing a thought
of opinion in our mind about a
stranger? Trying to write their
life story for them? But often do
we really know about their life?
That jolly girl happily chatting
on the phone might be a victim
of child abuse, that man wearing
an expensive watch might not
be a successful man but a thief
and the woman you saw cry-
ing while looking at her phone
might not have received a break
up text as you anticipated but
maybe the tears are out of joy
because she just got the approv-
al letter of a job she wanted for
years in her e-mail. The point is,
we are all writers and painters
and we explore the broadness of
creativity and sometimes we use
a stranger’s life as a canvas or a
notebook but how often do we
sit down and talk to them. What
do you think?

Will these women,
each very different from the
other finally bond? Will Prap-
ti ever know that Mrs D’souza
wasn’t judging her but admir-
ing her from afar? Do you think
Zeenat would ever know that the
“bold” and “fearless” Anoush-
ka’s “marks of love” are actu-
ally marks left by something far
from what she thinks is love?

Will  Shivani and
Karishma talk about their differ-
ent feelings surrounding women
or will they stand afar from each
other on a train with their own
train of thoughts? Don’t leave
the compartment, stay silent,
listen carefully and wait till
the train stops and the different

worlds collide. Ssssssh now!
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Beautifully crafted nostalgia: Hridayam
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Tiyasa Neogy

A teenager from
Odisha, who is making waves
in the music world, is set to be
a role model for a lot of people
in future. She got a wonderful
opportunity at the very young
age of 18. Her name is Shreya
Lenka. She belongs to a mid-

=Sports
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Rahul Mondal

In India, cricket is the most
popular sport. Cricket at-
tracts the most investments
due to its popularity and large
market base. For example,
the Indian Premier League is
India’s most lucrative league.
As aresult, its auction budget
has increased over the years.

Each
player wants to be part of

emerging

the league. Consequently, the

Suresh Raina

dle class family and is in high
school. Shreya is a contender
for a fifth member spot in the
famous South Korean Black
Swan girl group. This is a
matter of great pride, not only
for K-pop fans in India but
worldwide. Among the famous
K-pop girl bands in South Ko-
rea, Black Swan is very pop-

Payal Dhauria

Written and directed by Vineet
Sreenivasan, Hridayam is a
Malayalam coming of age
romance-drama. In the mov-
ie, the audience follows Arun
Neelakandan in his journey
from college life to being a
working professional. While
the premise of the story might
sound boring and unevent-
ful, the movie proves these
assumptions wrong. We not
only see but experience the
lessons he learns throughout
his journey that helps him be-
come a better person.

The story is target-
ed towards the young adult
and new adult audience and
it’s done beautifully to reso-
nate with them. Whether you
are just starting college or in
your late twenties, this movie
will feel nostalgic, from the
things we have a hard time
facing in this period of time to
the things that had put a smile

ular. They have five members
but the fifth member left this
group for personal reasons on
November 10, 2020. And for
this reason Dr Music enter-
tainment company arranged a
global audition to select a new
fifth member.
Shreya,
been training since childhood

who has

on our faces. We see Arun
learn things like how not ev-
ery person we get involved
with are meant to stay with
us forever or how to move
on and get better. We see him
lose a sense of himself in the
rush of trying to prove him-
self, which is faced by most
people at some point in their
lives.

The story of Arun
tells us about the lessons and
experiences people have to go
through in order to ensure a
secure future. Moving out of
your culture and environment
to fit in a completely differ-
ent one can take a toll on us
and this has been highlighted
identically in the movie.

From the movie’s
ability to draw the emotions
from the audience in the sim-
plest scenarios possible to the
intense moment softening
their blow, there is the added
bonus of gorgeous music pro-
vided by Hesham Abdul Wa-

in music, yoga and dance,
cleared this audition, providing
a very proud moment for Indi-
ans. She has joined the group
as a trainee. She is just one step
away from becoming the first
K-pop star from this country.
Shreya has won a
lot of trophies and medals.
She found out about the Black

hab. Hridayam has 15 songs
in total, but as excessive as it
looks, each song fits perfectly
with every scene, not taking
anything away from the scene
and only enhancing the expe-
rience of the audience. The
soundtrack of Hridayam is
easy to fall in love with.

The character Arun
is portrayed brilliantly by Pra-
nav Mohanlal, from the vari-
ous events of acknowledging
and understanding himself
as a person, his decisions to
the poetic dialogues of inter-
actions with the characters
of Nithya Balagopal played
by Kalyani Priyadarshan and
Darshana played by Darshana
Rajendra.

Everything moulds
Arun’s character to who he is
at 30.Southern Indian movies
are known for their brilliant
story-telling and Hridayam
is another proof of that. It is
a trip down memory lane for
millennials.

From Rihanna to Priyanka, Julia Fox to Dakota
Johnson, Aiyushe Maity serves the gossip of the stars

on a delectable platter

1. After years and years of speculation and rumours, fans are overjoyed
to learn the news of Rihanna’s pregnancy. Rihanna was seen flaunting her
baby bump in a Pink Chanel Puffer coat alongside her baby’s daddy ASAP
Rocky.

2. Just after a few days Rihanna announced her pregnancy, Kylie Jenner
posted a picture of her baby on Instagram with the caption — “2/2/22” the

birth date of the baby and a blue heart which has led many to believe that

it’s a boy!

3. Another celebrity couple became new parents. Nick Jonas and Priyan-
ka Chopra recently welcomed their baby via surrogacy. The celeb couple
announced the news on Instagram, even though most comments were
positive, a few trolls commented as well. Priyanka’s celebrity friends stood
up for her and spread the message of normalizing surrogacy.

4. More good news for Priyanka Chopra! She is about to star opposite
Anthony Mackie, an actor well known for his presence in Marvel Cinemat-
ic Universe. Fans are extremely excited to see the unconventional duo on
screen.

5. Julia Fox and Kanye West yet again create headlines for all the wrong
reasons. Recently Julia and Kanye were spotted celebrating Julia’s birth-
day where Kanye gifted all the guests Black Birkin Bags. Fans and media
seemed to dislike Julia’s bold makeup which they think was a strategic
move by Kanye to hit the headlines.

6. Marvel fans cannot keep calm after learning that Dakota Johnson is
about to star in a new marvel movie as “Madame Web”. The initial infor-
mation about her character, story and plot is yet to be revealed but fans have
already started to get creative on social media apps.

7. The list of BAFTA 2022 nominees were released and it seems like
Dune, a psychological thriller starring Zendaya and Timothe Chalamet, has
created quite an impression because the movie has bagged 11 nominations.
Other nominees include phenomenal stars like Leonardo Di Caprio and the
sensational popstar Lady Gaga.

Swan audition from social
media and decided to give it
her best shot.Here’s wishing

Shreya a successful career in
8. Michelle Morrone, the 365 days star, is all set to make a Bollywood

debut with Karan Johar and is also about to star in one of India’s lead music
artist Tony Kakkar’svideos. Fans are not happy about the star’s presence in
the music video since Kakkar is known for his meaningless and repetitive

K-pop. May it mark the begin-
ning of Indian talent in K-pop
industry,  although
Priyanka Mazumdar is also a

India’s

member of the South Korean
pop group Z-Girls
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league has become more of a
business event than a sport-
ing event. Lucknow Super
Giants and Gujarat Titans are
two new teams introduced by
the board this year to increase
the auction budget. However,
this year’s auction did not
favour the players. Fans are
not happy with the bids made
by their teams. What are the
reasons for this? What went
wrong in this auction and
why were the bids not in their

auction the most unfair so far?

favour?

Harsha Bhogle

There are 590
players in the
2022 auction,
of which 370

Changing times. One of the greats of the IPL,
Suresh Raina goes unsold.

are Indian
and 220 are
from  over-
seas.  There

are 10 franchisees bidding
with the Rs 90 crore thresh-
old. There are two faces to
this total scene, one with the

highest winning bid and the
other with unsold players.

Ishan Kishan,
Deepak Chahar and Shreyas
Iyer were sold at the high-
est winning bids, i.e. Rs 15
crore, Rs 14 crore, Rs 12
crore and Rs 25 crore respec-
tively. Some players, howev-
er, were not sold. That might
be the biggest concern for
this season.

Although  being
called Mr. IPL, Suresh Raina
remained unsold. The IPL is a
20-over league. According to
the ICC T20 ranking, David
Malan sits at number 5 and
Aaron Finch at 7, but they
remained unsold. Addition-
ally, Steven Smith, Shakib
Al Hasan, Adil Rasheed,
Mujeeb Zadran, Imran Tahir,
Adam Zampa, Amit Mishra,
Rajat Patidar, Mohammed
Azharuddeen, M. Sidharth,
M. Labuschange, Saurabh Ti-
wari, Eoin Morgan, Sheldon
Cottrell, Ish Sodhi, Martin
Guptill and others were not
sold.

There are some big namg
and some smaller ones o
this list. Because most of t!
players have the best record
in international cricket, it i
disappointing. It cannot b
denied that IPL offers oppot
tunities to young players a

SAURABH KUMAR
DHRUV PATEL

ATIT SHETH

DAVID WIESE

SUSHANT MISHRA
BLESSING MUZARABANI
KAUSHAL TAMBE
NINAD RATHVA

AMIT ALl

ASHUTOSH SHARMA

BEN GUTTING
ROSTON CHASE
PAWAN NEGI
DHAWAL KULKARNI
KANE RICHARDSON
LAURIE EVANS
KENNAR LEWIS

BR SHARATH
HAYDEN KERR
SHAMS MULANI

well as to domestic players.

NISHU SOLANKI
M. SIDHARTH

M LABUSCHANGE
DAVID MALAN
SAURABH TIWARY
EOIN MORGAN
ARRON FINGH
SHELDON GOTRELL
ISH SODHI
MARTIN GUPTILL

In any case, t
Indian Premier League is
competitive game, and e

SURESH RAINA
STEVE SMITH
SHAKIE AL HASAN
ADIL RASHEED
MUIJEEB ZADRAN
IMRAN TRHIR
ADAM ZAMPA
AMIT MISHRA
RAJAT PATIDAR
MOHAMMED AZHARUDDEEN

eryone wants their statig
tics to remain high. Despit
having a great perzzAzhg
ruddeen went unsold. T
question was raised by t
neitizens that if the budget i
increased this year (two ne
teams were introduced) whi
is this happening? Howeve
neither the boards nor the a
thorities have answered thi
query. Money and brandin
are important aspects of t
league, but they must not bj
the dominant factor. There 1i
also speculation as to whet
er internal politics played

msjCHRONIGLE
role here.




